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CHIEF BURNS: Today is the 5th of 

December, 2001. The time is 1:25 p.m. 

This is Engine 240. My name is Battalion 

Chief Robert Burns, New York City Fire 

Department. I'm conducting an interview of 

Firefighter John Winkler, Engine 240. This 

is in regards to the events of September 

1ith, 2001. 

Q. Maybe, John, you can tell me in your 
own words what happened at the Trade Center from 
the time that you responded to the scene until 
you guys left the scene. 

A. When we received the ticket, we were 
assigned to the Brooklyn side of the Brooklyn 
Battery Tunnel. There was a staging area. We 
were the first ones there. On the arrival of the 
other companies, we received a ticket to respond 
to West Street, West and Liberty. 

I was driving that day. I went through 
the Brooklyn Battery Tunnel, came up West Street. 
There was a chief at West and Albany who stopped 
us right on West Street and told us to remain 
right here. 


Members of my company got out, grabbed 
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their rollups, reported to the chief that was on 
the sidewalk on the west side sidewalk of West 
Street. This was after the second plane hit, 
before the first tower came down. 

I was told to stay with the rig. I 
proceeded to put my bunker gear on when I looked 
up and I saw the tower falling, the first tower 
coming down. I jumped into the cab, put my 
helmet on and just ducked and just waited. It 
shattered the windows, shook the rig. 

While sitting in the rig, I heard over 
the radio that "I'm trapped underneath the rig." 
So I responded -- I'm not sure if I responded on 
the department radio or on the handy talky -- 
"Engine 240 chauffeur coming to get you." 

I climbed out of the rig, climbed over 
the rubble, got my mask and went forward and 
walked north on West Street. Right before the 
south pedestrian bridge, there was I believe it 
was one of our members stuck under an ambulance. 
There was another fireman with him. He said, "We 
have a guy under the ambulance here." 

I gave a mayday on the radio that I'm 


240 chauffeur, we have a guy stuck under an 
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ambulance by the south bridge. I then proceeded 
to grab members from Ladder 14. We grabbed their 
air bags, went back to the ambulance. By that 
time the guy was already out. The member was 
out. So I left 113. 

I went back south on West Street to 
where 240 was. At that time I was told by 
Chief I don't know who that we have to start 
putting these fire outs. There were numerous car 
vehicles on fire. There were also ESU vehicles 
on fire. I was told they have ammunition in them 
and we have to get them out. 

Tested the hydrant; there was water. 
Connected to the hydrant; there was no water. In 
the meantime I put the rig in pumps. One of my 
members stretched a line with the help from other 
firefighters. While I was in pumps, I used that 
as a booster and was putting car fires out. 

We tried to get another hydrant. Same 
thing: opened the hydrant; there was water. 
Connected to it, there wasn't enough water. 

While doing all of this, he ran out of booster 
line. 


The best I can remember, we just got 
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together. That's when the second tower came 
down. I dove behind a chief's rig, the two of 
us, and same thing. We were down there for a 
while. Mouth full of the dust, choking on it. 
Couldn't see for a while. Finally it cleared up 
a little bit to see. 

We regrouped, got a couple of our guys. 
Everybody proceeded to walk down Albany to the 
water, where we started stretching lines to the 
fire boat. We continued stretching lines, 
lengths of hose, up Albany Street to West Street. 

Pretty much the rest of the day that's 
what we were doing, taking lines from the fire 
from the water up Albany Street, down Albany to 
Washington, around, and just continued doing that 
most of the day. That's about it. 

Q. Let me ask you a question, John. When 
you said you saw chiefs when you came in, do you 
know the name or the identity of the battalion 
or -- 

A. I know one of them that was on the 
sidewalk was Chief Lakiotes. 

Q. Okay, from the Safety Battalion. 


A. He was on the sidewalk. My company 
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reported to him. There was another chief in the 
street that stopped me and said "Keep the rig 
right here." I was double parked right next to I 
believe it was 210, right behind Ladder 113. 

I didn't catch his name, but I think he 
was the guy that was pretty much running this 
area, telling us to stretch lines, we've got to 
get hose, we've got to put fires out. I'm not 
sure of his name. 

Q. Okay. Great. Okay, John, thanks for 
the interview. 


CHIEF BURNS: The time is 1:29 p.m. 


